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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1. 13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to the Amendment filed on August 22""* 2007. Claims 2, 
16 and 20 have been canceled. Claims 1,12 and 17 have been amended. Claims 1, 3- 
15 and 17-19 are pending in the application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 9-12, filed August 22"** 2007, with respect to 
claims 1,12 and 17 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of 
claims 1,3-15 and 17-19 has been withdrawn. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Lawrence R. Gabuzda (Reg. No. 51,711) on September 24, 2007. 
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Please amend claim 1 as follows: 

1. (amended) An optical fiber unit for air blown installation into a tube, comprising: 
at least one optical fiber having core layer and clad layer; 
a protective layer coated on a surface of the optical fiber; and 

a protrusion for receiving fluid drag force when the optical fiber unit is installed with use 
of blown air, wherein the protrusion is made of polymer resin and formed on an outer surface of 
the protective layer in a banded shape, 

wherein the protrusion is large enough to create a sufficient fluid drag force in order for 
the fiber to be installed bv air blown installation. 

wherein the protrusion is formed discontinuously. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1,3-15 and 17-19 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art 
does not teach or suggest the use of a protrusion for receiving fluid drag force when the 
optical fiber unit is installed with use of blown air, wherein the protrusion is formed 
discontinuously. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Barker et al. (US Patent 5,555,335), Preston et al. (US Patent 
5,533,164), Bell et al. (US Patent 5,042,907), Sano et al. (US Patent 4,997,256), Davey 
et al. (US Patent 4,976,519) all teach optical fiber cables cable of air blown installation 
but fail to teach or render obvious a banded shape discontinuously formed protrusion. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M. Bedtelyon whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1290. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 10:00am - 
6:30pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rodney Bovernick can be reached on 571-272-2344. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned Is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http;//pair-direct. uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John Bedtelyon/ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2874 





